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10:30-11:45am ET Opening and Keynote (Zoom Link) 

The Power of Community Learning in a Time of Change (Ashley Finley) 

12:00-12:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions A 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 Room 9 

Faculty, Staff, and 
Student Perspectives on 

Living-Learning 
Communities 

Dr. Amy Lorenz 
(University of North 

Florida) 
Interactive Session 

Creating a Culture of 
Sharing: Designing a 
Shared Assessment 

Process, Shared Learning 
Outcomes, and Shared 

Accountability    
Richie Gebauer (Cabrini 

University) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

One HBCUs Response to 
COVID-19: Creating a 
Collaborative Holistic 
Approach for Virtual 

Communities Online to 
Support Student Success   

Dr. Kirsten S Ericksen, 
Angel Eason, Dr. Erica 
Russell (Norfolk State 

University) 
Interactive Session 

Equity Minded Learning 
Communities: 

Comunidades sin fronteras 
Camille Close, Jess Egan, 
Raul Gutierrez , Vanessa 

Martinez, Ileana Vasu 
(Holyoke Community 

College) 
Interactive Session 

 

 
15-minute Quick Talks 

 
Role of Community 

Collaboration in Shaping 
First-Year Students into 

Empowered Civic Leaders 
Dr. Rishi Raj (Prairie View 

A&M University) 

 
Moving to Learn: 

Integrating Kinesthetic 
Modalities into Academic 

First-Year Seminars 
Nancy L. Watterson 
(Cabrini University)  

 

Excel in Accounting while 
Building Community 
through Application 

Dawn McKinley & Enrique 
D'Amico (Harper College) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Trauma-Informed 
Educational Practices  

Johanna Crocetto (Cabrini 
University) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Using Slack to Facilitate 
Interaction in an Online 

Reacting to the Past Role-
Playing Simulation 

Adam Costanzo, 
Bernadette Flores, Jennifer 
Simpson, Jeff Dillard (Texas 

A&M University-Corpus 
Christi) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

All Learning Communities 
Great and Small 

Jonathan Manz (Warner 
Pacific University), Derek 

Moyer (Warner Pacific 
University), Carl Krieger 

(Purdue University) 
Interactive Session 

1:00-1:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions B 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 Room 9 

Living, Learning & 
Growing Together: 

Engineering Your World 
Ana Dison (UT Austin) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Embracing Evolution: 
Ensuring Sustainability to 

Preserve Learning 
Communities Through 
Institutional Change  

Richie Gebauer, Nancy 
Watterson, Michelle 

Filling-Brown, Johanna 
Crocetto (Cabrini 

University)  
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

Without Collaboration, 
Learning Communities 

Would Not Work! A Tale 
of Collaboration at an 

HBCU 
Angel Eason, Dr. Kirsten 
Ericksen (Norfolk State 

University)  
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

An Invitation to Cross-
Institutional Research 

about Learning 
Communities 

Jeffrey Thomas (Queens 
University of Charlotte), 
Sarah Fatherly (Queens 
University of Charlotte) 

Interactive Session 

 
15-minute Quick Talks 

 
Working with your Team: 

The Role of First-Year 
Writing in Learning 

Communities 
Andrea Montalvo-Hamid 
(Texas A&M University-

Corpus Christi) 

 
Extending the Benefits of 

Integrated Learning 
Communities 

Christine L. Grela 
(McHenry County College) 

 

Fostering Collaboration 
Between Learning 

Communities and Libraries 
Kelsey Hirsch, M.S. & Alex 

Mitchell, M.L.S. (Texas 
A&M University)  

Interactive Session 

Addressing Health 
Disparities: A Pre-Med 
Learning Community 
Focused on Training 

Future Leaders in 
Medicine 

Dulmini Barupala, PhD. 
(Wayne State University) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Using Autobiographical 
Writing to Facilitate Moral 

Reflection   
Ted Hazelgrove & James 
Gould (McHenry County 

College) 
Interactive Session 

Capturing Student Voices: 
Building a Sense of 

Belonging Through Peer 
Testimonials 

Lisa Angermeier, Ph.D., 
Heather Bowman, Cathy 
Buyarski, Ph.D. (IUPUI) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

2:00-2:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions C 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8  

Factors That Help First-
Gen Students Succeed in 

an LLC 
Jolyn Brand (Brand 
College Consulting) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

Next Steps: Sustainability 
through Administrators 

Understanding and 
Advocating for LCs 

Michelle Filling-Brown, 
PhD (Cabrini University) 

Facilitated Dialogue 

Paired for Success: 
Incorporating a Tutor in 
Learning Communities 

Maria Kasparova, Mi Ahn, 
Alice Heffner (Bergen 
Community College) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

LCA Community of 
Practice for LC Research 

Nathan Phelps (University 
of Wisconsin-Madison), 

Chelsie Hawkinson (TAMU-
CC) 

Facilitated Dialogue 

Implementing a 
Professional Development 

Series for Learning 
Community Coordinators  

Kyle Holtman and Jen 
Leptien (Iowa State 

University) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

 
How to be a RAFT: A 

Model for Relationship-
Building & Leadership 

Culture 
James Fortune (Wayne 
State University), Olivia 
Kimes (student, Wayne 

State University) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 
 

Embodied Leadership: 
Using Body Mindfulness to 
Observe Self and Connect 

with Others 
Nancy L. Watterson 
(Cabrini University) 
Interactive Session  

Using Critical Thinking-
Based, Non-Traditional, 
Engaging Instruction to 
Empower Students in 

Seminar Courses 
Dr. Rishi Raj (Prairie View 

A&M University) 
Facilitated Dialogue 

3:00-3:45pm ET Plenary Session (Zoom Link) 
 To Lead is to Follow (Diana López) 

4:00-5:00pm ET LCA Council Meeting 
By Invitation Only 

 

https://tamucc.zoom.us/j/99096352229
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11:00-11:45am ET Plenary Session (Zoom Link) 

The Hero’s Journey: Crossing Frontiers in Learning Communities (Janine Graziano) 

12:00-12:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions D 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 

Guiding Undecided Students 
in COVID-19: VIA Living-

Learning Community 
Jason W. Johnson (Virginia 

Tech) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

When Students Lead the Way: 
The Positive Outcomes of 

Engaging Student Leaders in 
LLCs 

Pat Cwiek, Brenden Roth, 
Melanie Schell (Central 

Michigan University)  
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

Community Engagement in 
Learning Communities:  

Building a Lasting Partnership 
Teneal Pardue (Queens 
University of Charlotte) 

Interactive Session 
 

Integration Across Modalities: 
Planning for On-Ground, 

Hybrid, and Online Learning 
Communities in a Post-Covid 

Teaching World 
Jeffrey Thomas, Sarah Fatherly 

(Queens University of 
Charlotte) 

Interactive Session 

 
15-minute Quick Talks 

 
Teaching Science in the Age of 

Social Media 
Elizabeth Shaffer-McCarthy & 

Laura Burt-Nicholas (College of 
DuPage) 

 
A Library Sponsored LLC: From 

Then to Now 
Jillian Eslami (Texas A&M 

University) 

 

Welcome to the Matrix: 
Claiming a Learning 

Community Identity with OER 
Bernadette Marie Flores, 

Chelsie Hawkinson, Amanda 
Marquez, Jimena Burnett 

(TAMU-CC) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 
 

Supporting Student Success in 
Math through an Integrative 

Learning Community 
Susan Meshulam & Heather 

Bowman (IUPUI) 
Interactive Session 

Best Practices in Integrating 
the Writing Center into 
Learning Communities 

Jennifer Simpson & Kristen 
Ruggles (Texas A&M University 

- Corpus Christi) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

1:00-1:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions E 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 

Diversity Programming 
Among LLC’s: Achieving 

Inclusive Excellence 
Jeremy Brown & Iman Emdad 

(Georgia Tech) 
Interactive Session 

 

Exploring Intersectional 
Identities in Learning 

Communities 
Shawn Bowers, Sarah Griffith, 

Hadia Mubarak, Teneal 
Pardue, Michele Shaul 
(Queens University of 

Charlotte) 
Interactive Session 

 

Semester-Long Student 
Feedback About Their 

Experiences as Peer Mentors 
Kondwani Phwandaphwanda 

(University of Kentucky) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

 

Learning Communities: 
Improving Imposter 

Syndrome and Loneliness 
Among Medical Students  

Sahar Elmenini, Nicole White, 
LaToya Sherman, and Eric 
Ayers, M.D. (Wayne State 

University School of Medicine) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

 
15-minute Quick Talks 

 
Breakout Room 

Breakthroughs: Building 
community through effective 

group work in remote 
environments 

Lisa Crizer (McHenry County 
College), Shiela Venkataswamy 

(McHenry County College) 
 

Not a Robot: Humanizing Your 
Online Persona in a Learning 

Community 
Michelle Crooks (Grossmont 

College) 
 

Learning Communities, Key 
Lessons Learned and 

Takeaways in Engaging 
Students in a Life-Changing 

Environment 
Lucie Tchouassi (New Jersey 

Institute of Technology) 
Interactive Session 

 

What's Your SAUCE? Think 
Community! 

Trèon McClendon & Tiana 
Iruoje (Indiana University) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Fostering the Promise of 
Learning Communities in a 
Reimagined Undergraduate 

Experience 
National Learning 

Communities Collaborative 
Interactive Session 

 

2:00-2:45pm ET 

Concurrent Sessions F 

Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7 Room 8 
 

First-Year Learning 
Community Expansion 

Initiative:  A Unique and 
Transformational 

Collaboration between the 
Offices of Academic Affairs 
and Student Life at a Small 

Liberal Arts College that 
Inspired Innovative 

Approaches to Learning 
Dr. Tracey D. Tedder & Dr. 

Susan Freeman (Florida 
Southern College) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 
 

The Devil’s in the Details: 
Assessing Challenges to 

Assessing Learning 
Communities 

James Allen, Kayla Bandy, and 
Sarah Butler (College of 

DuPage) 
Informative/Panel 

Presentation 

Washington Center's National 
Summer Institute for 

Improving Undergraduate 
Education 

Julia Metzker & Rachel 
Homchick (Washington 

Center) 
Interactive Session 

Impacting Students of Color 
Through Multicultural-

Focused Learning 
Communities 

Lynita Taylor, Ed.D.(c) (Wayne 
State University) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Empowering Faculty Directors 
to Actively Strengthen 

Learning Community Success 
Brett Holden & Coty Behanna 

(Bowling Green State 
University) 

Interactive Session 

In Conversation with Local 
Heritage 

Laura Mongiovi & Jeanette 
Vigliotti (Flagler College) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

 

Using Flipgrid and Google 
Docs for Teaching and 
Learning During Covid 

Christina Romero-Ivanova 
(Indiana University Kokomo) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

Representation Matters: 
Building Community Through 

Antiracist Pedagogical 
Practices  

Wendy L. Walker & Sean Britt 
(TAMU-CC) 

Informative/Panel 
Presentation 

3:00-3:45pm ET Closing Session and Outstanding LC Advocate Award (Zoom Link) 

4:00-5:00pm ET LCA Business Meeting: Open to All Registrants! (Zoom Link) 
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